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Summary 

The National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA), a bureau of the 
Department of Commerce, is the executive branch’s principal advisory office on domestic and 
international telecommunications and information policies. Its mandate is to provide greater 
access for all Americans to telecommunications services; support U.S. efforts to open foreign 
markets; advise on international telecommunications negotiations; and fund research for new 
technologies and their applications. It is also responsible for managing spectrum use by federal 
agencies and, as part of this responsibility, identifying federal radio frequency spectrum that can 
be transferred to commercial use through the auction of spectrum licenses, conducted by the 
Federal Communications Commission. 

The NTIA plays an important role in representing U.S. interests in the Internet internationally, 
including an active role in the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN). 
ICANN is an international entity that develops policies to support the Internet worldwide. NTIA 
actively participates in ICANN as a member of the Governmental Advisory Committee, which 
provides advice to ICANN. NTIA also currently contracts with ICANN to manage the Internet 
Assigned Numbers Authority (LANA) and to perform other duties. In March 2014, the NTIA 
announced its intention to relinquish its authority over ICANN to a multi-stakeholder community 
when its current contract expires in September 2015. 

Title VI of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 (RL. 1 12-96) gives the 
NTIA responsibilities for improving public safety communications. It is required to assist the 
development of the First Responder Network Authority (FirstNet), created by Congress to deploy 
a nationwide public safety broadband network. It is also required to assist in planning for Next 
Generation 9-1-1 (NG 9-1-1) services, which refers to the transition to digital, Internet-based 
systems to replace existing analog systems, the 9-1-1 technology currently prevalent throughout 
the United States. 

Between FY2010 and FY2011, the NTIA’s budget for administration, salaries, and expenses more 
than doubled from $20 million to $41.6 million. This increase was largely attributed to its 
responsibilities in administering grants for broadband network deployment, as required by the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA, RL. 1 11-5). The enacted budget for FY2014 
was $46.0 million. As the project for broadband comes to a close, the NTIA has transferred its 
requests for appropriations to new programs. For example, the FY2015 budget request included 
$7.5 million for a new Internet Policy Center. The Administration’s budget request for FY2015 
was $51.0 million. The enacted amount for FY2015 is $38.2 million. 
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